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PREFACE

The concept of India as a federal polity was never inert,

it is constructed by its enormous social heterogeneity,

uneven economic structure, and the complicated

balances between the national integrity and regional
independence. The Constitution has gi\fen a loose
structure of how these warring imperatives can be
balanced since the Independence, such that the Centre
and the states can collaborate, contest, and co-evolve.
However, in the past years this balance has been under
new examination. Political agendas that have been
formed through the rise of a strong central executive. and
the rise of a One Nation policy paradigm, in the form of
One Nation, One Tax, One Nation, One Ration Card.
and plans to create One Nation, One Election. have
remodeled the nature, scope, and future of Indian
federalism.

In this text, Revisiting Indian Federalism: Centre -State
Tensions in the Era of the One Nation Policy
Framework, the authors attempt to analyze these current
changes in a critical and sensitive manner. Federalism is.
in fact, not an administrative arrangement, but it is the
heart of the Indian democratic building. It is an
expression of a promise in the constitution that power
should be distributed, diversity honored, and that

governance should be decentralized. But these new



centralizations in the major areas such as the fisca]
decision-making process 10 Fegulatory control”have
 qome core questions: Do these changes
(o national coherence or the spirig of
federalism?  Are  they streamlining
or affecting the independence of states?
What does it mply to citizens and political institutiong
working with these new structures of power?

prought
contribute
goopemli\ -

governments

This work remvents the shifting frontiers of Centre Stae
elations in the twenty first century through scholarly
analysis. case studies and policy critique. It does not just
atiempl 10 record tensions but it also attempts to
highlight ways to engage positively. It is hoped that by
doing so a better popular and scholarly appreciation of
federalism as a living, changing institution can emerge,
one that needs to be constantly subject to change, and at
the same time be anchored to the values of the
constitution.

With a fast-paced political, economic and technological
tumnover. the federal question keeps on taking the centre
stage of the Indian democratic future. This book is a call
o reconsider, re-evaluate and rethink that future with
clarity, balance and constitutional fidelity.
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