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Women Agricultural Labourers in Tamil Nadu

Abstract A Krishnan

Agriculture provides wage goods required by the non-agricultural secto d raw materials for the
industrial sector. Raicheting up the growth of the economy wou 1d be "z It;n r;fzuded rerials. 0

sector fares well on a sustained basis. A good performance of the ggfgulmfe sector is w'f:v as an
effective instrument for attainment of inclusive economic growth and poverty reduction. Th-e Siaze

achieved an all-time high record production of 10.1 million to ; .
ishi - ood during 2011-2012 and
received the Krishi Karman Award from the Government o fin ;faf’f Jfood grains ng 2011

Key Words: Agricultural Labourers, Women & Tamil Nadu.
Introduction

Women agricultural labourer of Tamil Nadu performed well ahead of other major State in terms of
productivity of important crops. It ranked second in the productivity of paddy next only to Punjab and
came first in the yield of maize and oilseeds. The productivity of sugarcane in Tamil Nadu was almost
double of what was obtained at the national level. The better agricultural accomplishments are the result
of continued technological gains and appropriate policies and timely intervention measures of the
Government. Unfortunately, the strong growth performance of 2011-2012 has been imterrupted due to
the severe drought conditions caused by a large rainfall deficit and the non-release of water in the
Cauvery by Karnataka during 2012-2013. Growth in the agricultural sector has taken a big dip in 2012-
2013. The State Government has stepped in with the special relief packages for samba paddy to aid
farmers in distress and to ensure an early recovery of agricultural production and productivity.

Categories of Agricultural Labourers:

The first agricultural labour Enquiry committee has classified agricultural workers into two categories:

v Attached labourers, and

v" Casual labourers

; is of a written or oral agreement.
Attached labourers are attached to some cultivator hopsehold on the basis o k& ag -
Their employment is permanent and regular. Accordingly, whenever the master wishes, they are ready

to in hi not free to work at any other place. In many instances attached
workiin bis tand. Norm e in addition to working on land. The hours of work are

labourers also do the task of domestic servants o=
very lengthy and in some cases, attached agricultural labourers have to V_voré fm? dz\\Tl ot? 3\;{: hl:d ﬂ(:_
houses and farms of their employers. All workers who are not falling mf e c? me;g]e?and N
labourers, constitute casual workers. They are free to work on the farm Of ::s‘;:ml amcuhmg) weorkers
generally made to them on a daily basis. There are broadly three types O €

In India.

¥ Small farmers who have very small holdings and are thus forced to work on the farms of

others to make both ends meet;

s i Teominack
Profeaee————— . - ence Technology & Advanced Studies, Chennst. T
Professor, Department of Commerce, Vels Institute of Sci T togy
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Present Position of Agricultural Labour in India:

Agricultural labour'¢ is provided mostly by economically and socially backward section; poor sections
from the tribes also, it may be divided into four type.

v Landless labourers, who are attached to the landlords;
v Landless labourers, who are personally independent, but who work exclusively for others,
v Petty farmers with tiny bits of land who devote most of their time working for others, and

v' Farmers who have economic holdings but who have one or more of their sons and dependants
working for other prosperous farmers.

The first groups of labourers have been more or less in the position or slaves, they are also known ay
bonded labourers.

Population of Agricultural Labourers in Tamil Nadu:

The problem of estimating the size of the agricultural labour force is a complicated task due 1o the
conceptual difficulties involved in identifying the agricultural labourers. While the rural labour
enquiry committee has included the marginal land holders within they have been excluded according
to the census of India reports. The various estimates of the population of the agricultural labourers in
Tamil Nadu have been presented in Table 1.2 and 1.3. The census data indicate that number of
agricultural labourers in Tamil Nadu has increased both in absolute terms and respect of its percentage.
It has increased from about 28 lakhs in 1961 to about 87 lakhs in 2001. During the same period the
percentage of the total labor force in the State have also risen from 18.42 to 32.20. With regard to the
whole of India, the percentage of the number of agricultural labourers has risen from 19, 50 to 26.73
between 1961 census and 2001 census. Table 1.1 has presented details related to the number of
agricultural labourers in Tamil Nadu.

Table 1.1: Number of agricultural labourers in Tamil Nadu

S.No Sources and Year Number of agricultural labou rers (in
lakhs)
1 Census of India 1951 19.40 o
2 First agricultural labour Enqiry 1950 - 51 5410
Landless Workers 22.20
Landholding Workers 31.90
3 |Second agricultural labour Enquiry 1956 - 57 3810
Landless Workers 24.20
Landholding Workers 13.90
4 Census of India 1961 2830
5 Census of India 1971 4390
6 Census of India 1981 59.50
7 Census of India 1991 79.00 _
8 Census of India 2001 8670

Source: Census Reports, 1961, 1971, 1981, 1991, and 2001.
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Tie Taral Namber of Main Workers m India and Tarmal Naduy

The perzemtage of cultivators, agricultural labourers and other workers to the total number of
T warkery i fndiz and Tamil Nadu has been given in the Table 1.2

“ane [ I The Tatal Namber of Main Workers in India and Tamil Nadu

Sources and Year | Cultivators | Agricultural | Other workers | Total
(in Percentage) " Labours (in 'r (in Percentage) | Percentage
I S | Percentage) [ -

Census 1961 4207 | 1842 | 39.51 100

Tamil Census 1971 2097 2913 { 3990 | 100
Sacu Census 1981 29.22 3173 3905 100
Cengus 1991 2341 3264 | 4395 100

Cemsus 2001 1840 3120 5040 100

Cemsus 1961 5990 | 195 | 2060 100

Census 1971 51.20 | 3140 | 1740 100

ndiz Census 1981 5100 | 3010 | 1860 100
Census 1991 15.24 2375 | 4101 100

Census 2001 3575 | 2673 | 3750 100

ez Censns Reports, 1961, 1971, 19%1, 1991, and 2001,

T zomid e cibserved that thers has been a decline in the percentage of cultivators between 1961 to 200
1 iz [n fadia Tarnil Nadu the decline was from 42,07 percent to 1%.40 percent and for the whole of
fudiz he cecime was from 59 90 percent to 35.75 percent. There has been an increase in the percentage
3f zgrcaimrzl [abourers during the same period for India as well as in Tamil Nadu. The agricultural
@hnnrers are the economically wezked and the socially most handicapped section in the rural society
3F Tarme “ad:. They constitute z high population of the weaker sections in the rural arcas. The highest
nicadence of mral poverty was seen in the agricultural labour households in the State.

Tabsie | 3 Population potential labour force in Tamil Nadu

p—————————

Category | TamilNadu |
e [ won
- Population (millions) [ em [ 12is
Lamur force (15 -59 years) (millions) C O ao00 [ 4176 |
'“' Workers (millions) | 7788 | 388
T Latour frceaspercentage o total population | 6410 i+.  Seel
T parcentage of workers to labourforce C 6970 | 6884
T Bercentage of non-workerstolabourforce | 3030 | 3116

Sz dizeziorze of Censis Operation, Tamil Nadu.

g Siate s wral population grew from 62.41 million in 2001 to 72.15 million in 2011, the decadal
gawt semg [ fpercent. The estimated labour force (15. 59 years) went up 1.19 percent per annum
Sosrn &5 06 mulluom m 2001 w 47.76 milion n 2011, Consequently, its share in total population
rsraned feora 6410 0 66.20 percent. Between these two Census, the total number of workers in the
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State foreased by LN pervent annually from 27.88 million to 32,28 million. Share of the total
membery of workers in total labour toree, however, had witnessed a decline from 69.70 percent to 68.84
pervent, tneanting that there wan a teduction in the employment absorptive capacity of the economy or
there wax a pretorence o pursuie higher edueation or both, As a result, the proportion of persons who
are not working i the State inereased trom 30,30 percent to 31,16 percent.

tble b Dintrict-wise work participation rate in Tamil Nadu-2011 and Census (%)

Category Overall © Rural "~ Urban Males Females
State 56 Cs07 | 402 | 593 31.8
| M.‘\nmng-l'ho District -
Highest Krode * Erode " Erode | Thiruppur Perambalur
_ URAY 58.1 48.4 65.8 48.4
Lowest | Kannlyakumari Kanniyakumarl Thiruvarur | Cuddalore | Kanniyakumari
36.3 37.9 346 57.1 16.4

Sourees: Directorate of Census Operations, Tamil Nadu.
The work participation rate in the case of males was significantly higher than that of females both in
raral and urban urens. The pace of increase in WPR of males also was greater than that of females. The
overall WPR of males increased from §7.6 percent in 2001 to 59.3 percent in 2011 in Tamil Nadu. The
WPR of females improved from 3 1.5 percent to 31.8 percent. The WPR of males and females in Tamil
Nadh at 59,3 and 31.8 percent in 2011 was higher than that of All India-53.3 percent and 25.5 percent
respectively. The WPR of maless among the districts was the highest in Tiruppur 65.8 percent and that
of females in Perambalur 48.4 percent. The lower WPR for females than that of males does emphasize
the need for more concerted efforts to ensure greater social employment of women to enable them to
participate in productive economic activities.

Four fold Classification of Workers in Tamil Nadu:

The Census 2011 further classifies the workers (both main and marginal) into four industry group’s
viz.. cultivators, agricultural labourers, household industries and other workers. The four fold
classification revealed that there was a declining share of the cultivators, agricultural labourers and
household industry workers.

Table 1.5: Four Fold Classifications of Workers in Tamil Nadu (million)

Industry groups 2001 2011
Cultivators 511 (184%) 4.25 (12.9%)
~ Agriculturallabourers 8.67 (31.1%) 9.61 (29.2%)
~ Household industry 1.46 (5.3%) 1.36 (4.2%)
~ Otherworkers 12.57 (45.2%) 17.66 (53.7%)
Total workers 27.81 (100%) 32.88 (100%)

Sources: Directorate of Census Operations, Tamil Nadu.

The proportion of cultivators to total workers came down from 18.4 percent in 2001 to 12.9 percent in
2011. The share of agricultural labourers declined from 31.1 percent to 29.2 percent. It underlines the
fact that agricultural activitics have lost their sheen of primary and centrality, This trend is a tagger for
rural-to-urban migration and mushrooming growth of urban slums. The proportion of agricultural
workers (cultivators and agricultural labourers) which stood at 42.1 percent in Tamil Nadu was
significantly lower as compared to that All India 54.6 percent. The proportion of household industry
workers fell from 5.3 percent to 4.2 percent. Contrary to this, the share of other workers moved up from
45.2 pereent to 53.7 percent. However, at the all India level it was lower a 41.6 percent in 201 1. Among
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the districts, proportion of cultivators to total workers was the highest in perambalur 39.1 percent,
agricultural labourers in Thiruvarur 54.6 percent, household workers in Tirunelveli 16.7 percent and
other workers in Chennai 96.4 percent. It indicates that perambalur district is agrarian based and least
urbanized.

Index Number of Agricultural Wages in Tamil Nadu:

Index number of agricultural wages is very essential for assenting the trend in cost of cultivation. The
index numbers for wages of different categories in labours are being worked out on the basis of the
wages prevailing in the selected villages in the State with the base year 1993-94. District — wise details
of average rates of daily wages paid to certain categories of agricultural labourers for 2010 — 2011.
Index number of wages paid to certain categories of agricultural labourers in Tamil Nadu for the year
mn 2010 -2011]

Table 1.6: Work participation Rate (WPR) — Tamil Nadu and All India

Category Tamil Nadu All India
2001 | 2011 2001 | 2011
Sources: Directorate of Census Operation, Tamil Nadu.

WPR - By Demographic Segment (%)
Rural 50.3 50.7 41.7 418
Urban 37.5 40.2 323 353
Overall 44.7 45.6 39.1 39.8

By Sex (%)

Male 57.6 59.3 51.7 53.3
Female 31.5 31.8 25.6 25.5

The working population in Tamil Nadu increased from 27.88 million in 2001 Census to 32.88 millions
in 2011 Census witnessing an annual compound growth rate of 1.18 per cent. The Work Participation
Rate (WPR) i.e., the proportion of workers to total population in Tamil Nadu edged up from 44.7
percent in 2001 to . ' | |

45.6 percent in 2011. The ratio at the All India level during the corresponding period was lower at 39.]
percent and 39.8 percent respectively. Across the districts, the work participation rate was found to be
the lowest at 36.3 percent in Kanniyakumari despite the fact that the district had the highest literacy
level. It was the highest at ‘ .

53.1 percent in Erode as per 2011 Census. This was the case irrespective of rural and urbgn segments.
The work participation rate in rural areas was highe_r than that of urban areas. Ho'w.eve.r, with regard to
the pace of increase, it was greater in urban than in ru_ral areas. The work participation rate in rural
Tamil Nadu marginally increased from 50.3 percent in 2001 to a share of 50.7 percent in 2011,

whereas it raised from 37.5 percent to

40.2 percent in urban respectively. ' N
Tablep 1.7: Main and Marginal Workers in Tamil Nadu and all India — As per 2011 Census (Million)

| Tamil Nadu All India
| Category Main Marginal Total Main Marginal Total
workers workers workers workers
By Gender
Male 18.9 2.5 214 2731 58.7 331.8
Female 9.0 2.4 114 89.3 60.6 149.9
| Total 279 49 32.8 362.4 119.3 481.7
| By demographical segments
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Rural 153 3.5 18.8 2457 | 1029 YA,
Urban 126 14 14.0 1167 | 164 1991
Total 279 49 32.8 3624 | 1193 48117

Sources: Directorate of Census Operations, Tamil Nadu.

The total number of workers as per 2011 Census in the State was estimated at 32.8 million comprising
27.9 million main workers and 4.9 million marginal workers. The proportion of main workers i ¢, theyse
engaged in economically gainful activities during the major part of the ycar to workers was higher at
85.0 percent in Tamil Nadu as compared to that of All India 75.2 percent, Contrastingly, the ratic sp
respect of marginal workers was lower in Tamil Nadu 15.0 percent as against All India24.% percent.

Average Daily Wage Rates in all India 2013-2014:

The wage rates for the year 2013-14 report that average daily wage rates varied widely for agricultirz)
occupations. The variations, Rs. 178.82 for male animal husbandry labourers, Rs.304.72 for mals
labourers engaged in loggers and wood cutters, Rs. 133.80 for female animal husbandry labourers, K+

185.39 for female labourers engaged in ploughing activities and Rs. 77.51 for child animal hushandr
labours and Rs.150.48 for harvesting occupation. Lowers and wood cutters with the average daily way:
rates ranged between Rs. 301.49 to

310. 57 which were the highest paid occupations. Plant protection workers with average daily wasgs
rate of Rs.281.67 to 348.00 and Rs.26.85 to 288.94, ploughing and tilling workers fetched the highest
wages for women followed by harvesting and sowing occupations. The all-India average daily wagse
rate for women in ploughing and tilling workers was in the range of Rs. 175.89 t0 195.75. Finally this
study reveals that main factors responsible for poor condition of agricultural labourers are ignorance.
negligence, illiteracy and poverty of labourers. Unless social census is arrived and strict laws are made
the exploitations of labourers may not end in near future. Agriculture is the backbone of India; it is 2
way of life to the mass of rural India. In order to uplift the agricultural activities, the agricultura)
labourers should be given more weight age especially landless agricultural labourers. Their social statiss
is very poor when compared with other labourers in India. Activities of the government should be
always at the aim to improve the landless agricultural labourers. This will take colorful economic
development of India.
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