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Economic Stability Perceptions among Keralites in Gulf Countries:
A Comparative Study of Saudi Arabia and Oman
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Abstract

This paper examines how Indian expatriates from Kerala perceive thelr economic
stability, contrasting their experiences while working in Sauwdi Arabia and Oman with their
prospecis following repatriation. Data were collected via a survey of 152 participants, evenly
split between the two host countrles. Analysls using descriptive statistics, reliability
measures, and multivariate tests yielded two key findings: first, expatriates in Saudl Arabia
reported marginally higher satisfaction levels during their overseas employment. Second, and
more significantly, both groups projected a major decline in their economic stability after
returning to India, with female expatriates perceiving this risk as particularly acute. The study
concludes that effective support for returning migrants requires reintegration policies
specifically designed for the unique circumstances of different host countries,
Key Words: Expatriates, Economic Stability, Repatriation, Keralite Migrants
Introduction

The Population of Mon Resident [ndians, according to the Minisiry of External
Affairs, 1s 32 million and 2-5 milllon Indians migrate every year. India’s geographical pattern
dmigration has been ever dominated by GCC countries while the other regions like U5, the
UK. Canada, and South Africa has been around 30%._According to the Ministry of External
affairs, India’s emigration to the GOC region intheyvearof2020is0.90 Lakhs.

Kerala accounts for over 30% of India’s Gulf migrants, with Saudi Arabia and Oman
being major destinations. While existing research has explored remittance patterns and
employment conditions, few studies have compared how economic stability perceptions vary
between these Gulf countries. This paper addresses this gap by analyzing survey data from
the Keralites residing in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Oman, focusing on two key

questions:
1. How do economic stability perceptions differ between Keralites in Saudi Arabia and
Ciman’?

2. What factors explain the post-repatriation satisfaction gap betwesn genders and
destination couniries?
Dhjectives
¥ To examine the demographic characteristics of Keralite expairiates in Saudi Arabia
and Cman.
¥ To assess and compare the overall economic stability perceptions of Keralite
expatriates in both countries.
¥ Tno andlyze gender-wise differences in  economic stability during and after
expatriation.
# To compute descriptive statistics of economic swbility indicators for differem
demographic groups.



