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ing Ii@trl%nfs, and controlling the temperature
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é?, during the planning phase, a number of coastal
oubts about the "green economy's' suitability for
pelling arguments for a "blue economy" strategy
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At Goals (SDG)2 Even though the concept o » %
is a r'eéodrce-'efﬁcient,’ circular, low-polluting ‘;,Cg:(zﬁz
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Energy, Marine Biotechnology, Marine and

Shlpplng and Ports, Ocean Exploration and
ter Mining, Marine Conservation and
o 4rts and Recreation, Desalination and Water
e Renewable Resources, Shlpbulldmg and

on and Trammg, Marine Pollution Control,
sment, Ocean Governance and Policy, Marine
ge, Sustainable Seafood Production, Marine
novation, Ports and Logistics and Cruise
three pillars which are interrelated in blue
conomlc, Soc1a1 and env1ronmental and are

‘that support sustainable development. In the
and coastal regions, these p111ars offer a thorou gh

onmental preservation.
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vuonmental protection and preserva’aon bemg the
2., sea-borne terrorism includes armed robbery and

e trafficking and contraband smugghng among other
eat, cyclones, hurricanes, typhoons, tsunamis, and
disasters leave millions of dollars' worth of property
d thousands of people stranded. The: stability of the
alm is still at risk due to il spills and climate change. -

ate change will cause danger to marine life, habitats,
mmunities that depend on them and they are at high risk
hanges in water temperature and acidity. Excess nutrients
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\.5\t$yof‘ climate change on marine ecosystems, such
on' and sea-level rise, the United Nations
ntion on Climate Change (UNFCCC) also
he blue economy. Climate resilience must be

. blue economy strategy through the
0 Paris Agreement initiatives including nature-
d blue carbon projects. Furthermore, sustainable
ciples are emphasized in the Stockholm
9) and the Rio Declaration (1992), which emphasize
alancing economic endeavours with environmental
aritime governarnce.

:»;‘special_ized \instruments that address particular
jation and pollution control measures include the
e Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of
Other Matter (1972), the Convention on International
gered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)®, and
ements such as the Barcelona Convention and Bonn
dditionally, "Life Below ‘Water," the fourteenth
velopment Goal (SDG) of the UN, explicitly promotes
able use of seas, oceans, and marine resources. These

tools work together to create a strong foundation for
\inclusive and sustainable blue economy. These tools

niries to exploit maritime resources while preserving
and environmental interests for the now and the future by
egal guidelines, enforcement tools, and forums for

nal collaboration. &

L order to handle infringements and guarantee compliance,

al enforcement of international agreements has been essential.
interpreting domestic environmental laws and resolving

flicts involving marine resources, national courts frequently rely

12, Agreed on19%.

13  The international convention for the prevention of pollution from ships
~ adopted on 1973, AR

14,  Adopted on Earth Summit 1992.

15, Adopted on March 1975.
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’ to UNCLOS and CBD regulatlons For example, courts have apg
concepls stated in these treaties, such as the precautionary pri
and the polluter pays prmc1ple, in cases 1nvolvmg 1lhc1t ,

‘-»judicial_orgamzatlons have also played a significant role in dis]
"resdluhon Famous mstances such as the South China

it dlchonal dlsputes, international law,
‘prmc1p1es \15 the Enrica Lex1e case. Two It

andlqlhng two Ind1an flshermen off the coast of Keral

iry. 2012 after nustakmg them for pirates. Complex issues
on, state soverelgnty, and states duties under internatior
vl "'Iudmg those ‘pertaining to environment
and the' suetamable use of marine resources W€l
ytlus Qccmehce While the Enrica Lexie case did 1€

] H_mVolve; envuonmental damage, it did highlight
broqd rrolein enforcmg accountability and discouragiry
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5 the t‘couldhérm the env1ronment or livelihoods depende

Thv
{10 h\’

he JUdtclatjy is the guardian of environmental principles lils

a prmc1ple and the polluter pays pr1nc1p1e, whlc

old, pOtentlal enwronmental harm; in marltlm
ould lnvélve mandatmg better surveillance systems;
:w.: mkf a‘3595511161%8, and stricter operational protocols
g‘”l in | 'sensitive ecosystems. In cases of

Y oin'ts hoId violators accountable for

0 avmdf’
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Ortan V‘marmme conflicts of the twenty-flrst
gltm ._016 under the Permanent Court of

prmcrple_s of sustamable development,
’ftron, and state ‘accountability. However, the
cores  the | limitations of judicial mechanisms in
emphasizing the need for global cooperation and

tional fr_ameworks to protect the world's oceans
outh China Sea dispute thus serves as a critical
A \d ciary's p potential and challenges in safeguardmg' B

tamrdst geopohtlcal conﬂrcts e

AR R

'f'Blue Economy ) N .
nomy is governed by natronal laws that balance N
elopment, environmental protectron, and soc1al equity
the sustamable use of ocean resources. These laws
‘ ‘de range of topics,. such. as fisheries management
energy, climate change adaptatron, and maritime zone
ion. For example, Indras Terrrtonal Waters, Contrnental |
clusive Economic Zone, an
es 1ur15d1ctron over marine resources, ‘while the Coastal
n_ Zone (CRZ) Notification, 2019 and Envrronment
on Act, 1986 protect coastal and marine biodiversity, and the
nt Shlppmg Act, 1958 prevents marine pollution in
ance with mternatlonal conventrons like MARPOL

In order to preserve marine ecosystems and the means of
subsrstence for coastal communities, the Marine Fishing Regulation

Act of 1978 and the National Policy on Manne Fisheries of 2017
encourage sustamable fishing methods. Indla s Natlonal Offshore

i

and Other Mantrme Zones Act,



FRE Principles, Fundamental Dﬁtigs,_ahd court rulings. The Constitut

i3 thle protectmg marmehabltatsfor future generations by bring
-\ national legislation into compliance with international agreeme

- obligation to manage resources and protect the environment ak

~ and wildlife as well as to conserve and enhance the environme

\ _'122 % | Contegipolea%;.Coﬂsﬁtuﬁonal Law Issues & Challeng

Wind EnergyPohcy,ZOIS, promotes the construction of offsh
R wind farms as a renewable enérgy source, supporting green €
 projects. ‘Furthermore, by combining ecological and  ecor
A COHCEmS, frameworks such as the Integrated Coastal %
_ Management Plan (ICZM) guarantee the comprehensive reg
~ ofcoastal and marine ecosystems.
* Indian Constitution and Blue economy
MR The Ind1an Constltutlon integrates the concepts of social jus
_ sustainable deqa@pment, and environmental preservation to of
- thorough foundation for advancing the blue economy. It promot
. fair approach to managing maritime resources through its Direg

. guarantees that India's blue economy supports economic prog

- suchas UNCLOS and highlighting the rights of coastal populati@
~ The judiciary  interprets its provisions to be consistent W
~ international agreements like the Sustainable Development Go
~ (SDG 14) and the United Nations Convention on the Law of the S
.. (UNCLOS), while the government is empowered to enact la
~ pertaining to the seas, oceans, and environmental sustainability.
* Directive Principles of state Policy (DPSP)*highlight the sta

gives the state instructions to preserve the nation's woods, rivex

o I]ﬁsj:clﬂ'c‘li‘l_se covers coastal and marine environments!® also resource
e mcludmg mgrme resources, be distributed fairly in order to promo
‘sqs,tainable”_'d‘evelppmeht' and the well-being of all citizens?.

- Constitution's Part IVA? requires citizens to safeguard naturd
. resources that is every person has a fundamental responsibility &
preserve and enhance the natural environment, which include
forests, rivers, lakes, and wildlife. This obligation can be understoog

18, PartIV of Constitution of India 1950,
19,  Article48A of Constitution.

20." Article 39(b) of constitution.

21. Fundamental duties,

r\-,
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d coastal resources? Maritime and coastal
the Union's and State's Legislative
List? the central government can enact
fshore. resources, the continental shelf, the
one, (EEZ), and fishing outside of territorial
cates' that the states have the authority to

ronmental preservation involving marine and
‘be passed by the Union or by states. The blue
on the environmental protection framework of
on and according to the Supreme Court of
géﬁ and healthy environment is a part of the
ons involving the preservation of marine and
thi :ihte_'rp\retatic')n has proven crucial. The rights
istence of coastal people, especially traditional -
y safeguarded by the constitution. Tribal and
ties are given protection under Constitution® .
xpanded to include coastal communities”. Local
empowered to manage natural resources, especially
the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act,
e blue economy depends on the Constitution's
cial ju‘s‘tice and economic growth. In ord_e]; to ensure.
d marginalized communities benefit from the use of
s the state has to reduce income and resource

on disparities” the fre
including fishing

 limitations are put in place t
anteed® A method for integra

and  aquaculture, as IOng as W
o protect the“envirb‘nmen_t s
ting international treaties

ticle 51A(g)-

| Bche ule of Constitution.

4 Entry 21 and 24

Aol

% Entry 17A & Entry 20.

N Article 21 of Constitution. =~

%y and VI Scheduleof ConsiuEet

29 Articie 38 of Consim:s?t'ution. |
1o o SR :

edom to engage in any trade or -
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 Parliament the authority to enact laws pertaining to foreig
treatles, andconventlons, S”uch"T as UNCLOS, in order f“‘
40 ).Ifldiafs marirfrr;r\le".rérgegisﬁ' and bring them into compli'

- international “norms?! | India's adherence to inte

into domestic law: is provided by the Constitution whig

. intemnational Jaw and treaty obligations is also supporte€
. provisionof the constitution®. |
0y "’R‘d'l‘e‘_qif\ ]ud1c1ary ir‘lfprjf)“:fé‘_c:t'_irrg'véﬁvironment under blue eé
]ud1c1ary plays acruaal rolein the development and upk
“ 3 Qf envuénmental \ ]ur1sprudence, through its interpretati@

- application of enyironmental legislation making sure that}
~ accordance with both scientific advancements and comil
. demands. By acknowledging the right to a healthy environm
' an essential component of fundamental human rights, courts
i oreatly broadened the scope of environmental rights. Evend
 absence of specific legislation, they frequently use judicial ach
to a'ddres:s“'énvi\rdrﬁnérr’ral.i.sfs':ues‘.‘Courts have given citizens,d
' Govemnmental Organisations (NGO), and others a forum {0 P%
 remedies for envuonmental harm through Public Interest Litige

* (PIL). The blue economy, which emphasizes the sustainable U

1
\

ocean resources for economic growth, better livelihoods, and&
‘health of ocean ecosystems, is shaped in large part by the judicl
Courts have aquc1al role in interpreting and upholding legisla ’
pertainihg ’CO_'IPQ‘,l,Ilutidﬁ f pre_\iention, sustainable fishing,
~ conservation, and coastal protection. They make sure that .operatl k
like shlppmg, flShlng, and offshore drilling adhere to environmert
laws and don't PEﬁnanently'deage marine ecosystems..lrl orde :
prevent the growth of the blue economy from compromisiig 5;;’ ;
justice or environmental infegrity, courts are essential in S€
disputes involving maritime borders, transboundary pollutIC;gi :
the rights of coastal;\commlrnrties. Courts als'o suPport worh o8
offorts to preserve oceans and marine biodiversity by VPR3
gree! d treaties through their decisions-

international agreements an

{ \

— |
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ctivism to guarantee environmental rights
tate to ensure sustainable development and

A |, N

hrough various doctrines. The Precautionary
g emphasis on preventive action when the
tain. The courts recommend taking
sto‘pienvironmental degradation even in cases
_L‘jsolid'Sc:ientific proof of harm. In the famous
elfare Forum v. Union of India* case, the
Id this idea, especially when it came to the
ndustry affected the environment. The Polluter
_ that the party causing pollution or
amage must cover the costs of the ‘damages. It
dividuals who damage the environment or take
al resources will be held financially responsible.
ndian Council for Enviro-Legal Action v. Union of
preme Court used this theory to mandate that the -
esses compensate for the harm caused by hazardous

ed for development that satisfies current wants
izing the capacity of future generations to satisfy .
s has been underlined by the courtsona regular basis.

2 case where the Supreme Court upheld the idea that

activities shouldn't interfere with the environment is
wvarman Thirumulpad v. Union of India® which

balance between economic  development and

tal preservation. i. e. the concept of sustainable

‘It highlights how important it is to incorporate
it factoré into development planrﬂng. : e
\ al Equity emphasizes how future

ea of Intergeneration
rit a sustainable and healthy

have a right to inhe

C 647 (1996).
281 (1996).
267 (1)
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lenvnonment The Supreme Court stresse
) protectmg the environment for future generations in M.
it Union of India%, emphasizing that it is the reSpOnSJb-*
Iy cu_rrent generatlon to protect natura] resources f
B generatmns '

S ‘The Publlc Trust Doctrme states that the governme
i ! ShHs I'ESOUI'CeSr such the air, water, and Sea, in trust for th

¢ an d s e of the general People The government must safeg ?
. administer these resources for the benefit of all citizens, acco)
1 f'court ruhngs, and they cannot be transferred to private ows
"I'he Supreme Court used this theory to stop unlawful develc
! and encroachments on the banks Of the Beas River in M.C. M@
Kamal Nath37 gase. %, |

AT l:.‘.'-
_~' The nghts of coastal commumt1es, particularly trad

d the lmp

i

-h;ghhghted by the Supreme Court. Through the apphcatl
i ee'nstrtutlonal principles of justice and equity, the Court has

.\ sure’ that vulnerable' communities are not disadvantaged
developmentmcoastal areas In S. Jagannath v. Union of Indid
o _Court stepped in'to control shrimp farming along the s

: Nahonal Coastal Zone Management Authority v. State
). Tamil : Nadu®, Tarnll Nadu governments disregard for G
kx.\!regulah.ons in the states coastal reglons The Supreme Co

“"',’:;j-, . zones 15 111ega1 and needs to be strictly controlled, and it ordered tf
. state government to take the requlred actions to execute CRZ law

inTamilNedu. |
| In Umon of Indla v Goa Foundation", lllegal mining ang

“.“ |‘ by
PR SR A

AIRSC1086(1987)
Ry '37 15CC 388 (1997), '

A 38 | 25CC87(1997).
|39, ' 5CCOnlineSC4%4 05,

40 scc Onlme SC298,2018.
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astal areas are said to have violated CRZ
e Court ordered the removal of regulated
constructions along Goa's coastline. The
‘necessity of rigorous adherence to CRZ
able coastal management, especially in
e areas.

tal doctrines have become cornerstones of
tal jurisprudence by ensuring that
jon is included into legislative frameworks,
wves, and court decisions. Particularly in the
conomy, the judiciary's proactive involvement
pholding these principles emphasizes how
balance between ecological preservation and
ancement. Environmental concepts like the
aciple, Precautionary Principle, and Public Trust
frictly adhered to in order to support the blue
ces an emphasis on the sustainable utilization of
| resources for economic growth. By balancing
ith environmental preservation, the court has l?een
venting industrial and development operations
ine areas from endangering delicate ecosystems.

protect the environment and guarantee the blue
term growth, the role played by judiciary is

have created a strong framework to handle
sues and encourage accountability through seminal
as those highlighting the Polluter Pays Principle,
Principle, and Public Trust Doctrine. The judiciary
y acted as a guardian of constitutional provisions like
which guarantees the right to a clean and healthy
t, and has interpreted these rights in the context of
marine and coastal ecosystems. In the context of the blue
e judiciary has been instrumental in balancing economic
th ecological preservation. By enforcing Coastal
1 Zone (CRZ) notifications, addressing issues such as
hing, coastal erosiory, and pollution, and directing

A
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It Law Agency, 2017.
\: ﬂW6nméntal Law, Seventh Edition, Central
019.

ab, Sustainable blue economy: Opportunities
! challenges ‘ India, 2023.
s.ac.in/article/fulltext/jbsc/049/0018

@ Maza, The Blue Economy: definition,
d problems, December 2024. ‘

.aninver.com/blog/ the-blue-economy-
ortunities-and ol
ext=Challenges%20in%20implementing %20the
Deconomy %20concept %20include equitable’s20dis
f%ZObeneﬁts%ZOneed%20to%20be%20addr¢sse

c1m, with the contribution of Arnaud Comolet,
my in the mediterranean: case studies, lessons and
5, Plan Bleu UNEP/MAP Regional Activity Centre,
anuary 2020. |
planbleu.org/wp- |
uploads/2020/ 09/cahier19 Blue Economy EN.pdf
ehta, Head of Cognizant Europe, Middle East and
The Blue Economy: challenges and solutions, ]ar'luary
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