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Preface

In recent decades, the study of literature has expanded beyond the aesthetic
and linguistic domains to engage deeply with ecological consciousness,
environmental ethics, and representations of the natural world. Climate change, as
one of the most pressing concerns of our times, demands not only scientific
investigation but also cultural, philosophical, and literary reflection. Literature, as a
mirror of human experiences and values, offers profound insights into how societies
perceive, interpret, and respond to ecological crises. Thus, the interdisciplinary

engagement between literature, environment, and climate change has become both

relevant and necessary.

The chapters included in this volume reflect a wide spectrum of critical
approaches, ranging from eco-criticism, cultural studies, and postcolonial readings,
to explorations of indigenous knowledge, sustainability, and climate narratives.
Together, these contributions demonstrate how literary and cultural studies can
inform and enrich our collective understanding of ecological challenges, while also
inspiring new pathways of thought and action. By situating environmental themes
within cultural narratives, such studies highlight literature’s capacity to foster

empathy, deepen awareness, and inspire responsible action toward the natural world.

We wish to thank our contributors, not only for waiting patiently throughout
the process but also for making this book possible. We also extend my heartfelt
gratitude to Prime International Publication for their unwavering support and
commitment in bringing this work to fruition. We hope that this book serves as a
valuable resource for students, teachers, and researchers, and that it inspires
continued dialogue and interdisciplinary exploration on literature, environment, and

climate change.
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CHAPTER-18

QFEMINISM AND GENDER PERSPECT1y
O MBAI'S SHORT STORY, Tk FOREST

Ms. S. Ezhilarasi', Dr, v

S IN

 Jaisre?

Il

.: I]
pologY
| 4 Supervisor, Department of English, Velg
:j?;nced Studics, Pallavaram Chennai,

l‘ ’ -

wescarch Scholar, Department of  Engligh,
5

Vels Instityte of Scicncc,
& Advanced Studies, Pallavaram Chennai.

Institute of Science, ’l‘cchnology

petract

Ambai in her Short Story The :

¢anguish of the protagonist, Chenthiru due to the ne

sds of her husband and family. She realizes that not on

gligence she faces in the

ly her kith and kip but the

iire society causes such a dismay and vexation which leads her to decide to take

fuge in the forest. After much altercation she gocs to the forest where she

wisions her life in comparison to that of mythological character Sita from

amayana, She envisages her own life as a woman with grit and determination

mdst the patriarchal Impositions on a woman as a daughter, wife and mother.

\mbaj effortlessly portrays this character of Chenthiru as a strong Puissant woman

iho intends 1o rewrite Ramayana as Sita Ayanam ie story of Sita.

Keywords; Feminist, Gender, Nature, Forest, Mythology, Patriarchy.

Iniroduetiop

Ambai makes Chenthiru as a voice of women who defy oppression um.icr
ybody' hand irrespective of Father, husband, son or societal pressures. C‘hfcnth:x:;
“ child g intelligent in secking knowledge from her parents m-‘d pcr}.’-l b :::)tufol-
e, They wonder how a girl child is so inquisitive to know c\'crythlm;f.l “‘i:l \'i‘\'idly
mw‘edge 18 sometimes ridiculed. Her love for trees and g:\b::\ll a tree, her
m“"lﬁlled by Amboina’s a little girl when she is found Sc“‘f’d L: lhc-r u baby there
luther leases her that the tree is her mother and that he has foun
VW_MT
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« Her nother also sneers at her secing her sob. She feels
> Maybe
!nh

for her affinity towa
n to seek solace in nature.

some years bac

rds trees and woods: Like hermis
™ and
Saint.
Y

could be the cause

her thoughts drive her ofte

There is always a yeaming to explore the dense secrets of the fo,
est,
&

introspection discover who she is. How else can g
Ove

tention 1S t0 self-

¢7 She has been the pillar of sup
g important decisions rendering valuable ideas that
haS gi‘,en

actual in
port to her husband in his business. g, h
. e as

her mettl

helped him in takin
continuous SUCCESSES. But today she 1s totally neglected. Neither her h
usbang

Thirumalai nor her son karmegam pay
red. Her enthusiasm in business and wise decisi
€C1S10ns are not '
considered

heed to her. She feels annoyed and dejecteq
€

when 1gno

now. The reason is she being a woman cannot be given the partnership. Sh
. Ohe s

educated, clever and capable of fore running the business. Once they have reach
reached

the pinnacle, they no more need her. Chenthiru decides to forsake them and

some time in the forest. She writes to the forest department and receives an ofSTI') efld
lettf':r. permitting her stay in the forest guest house. Her husband laughs atmhléll
dems.mn and tells her that women cannot stay in a forest. That has not bee :
practice. Forest is a place of perils and lurking dangers. So a woman cannot go :1;1:

to the woods without a man accompanying her

In Ramayana, Sita’

el refuse}; t :,l :;a 1fesafety was vouchsafed only by Rama's presence. But
Her husband sends his broth r ears to them. She is steadfast in thought and action
3T foreSter tc? drop her in the car. But she gets down after a while
guard and taken to the guestr ef ion. There she is given a warm welcome by a forcs!
wisdom in nature her mind a douse where she stays. Like Wordsworth who secks
the forest to unravel the m i SOU-I‘IOIlgs to take refuge in the dense and depth of
in the room allott ystery of life. She is satisfied with the arrangements there
o . ed to her. It has table near the wind ‘ .‘ ; o
0 get a glimpse of the forest, Afi . indow through which she anxioush

. After having the food served, she feels refreshed

and pens (
own her to do thj
0 things
gs there. Then after a nap she goes out for walk where

she con
Verses wi
: ith the tri
ribal WO
1 e : 1
nen thbl’b. She is amazed at them b()th tor theif

_. knolCdgc of the

ir world
and their ignor
' s BHDETE of the world outside. She reminisees g

R
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in-law has brought her like L
gher-11”

aty '

B b her. Now she i Independent and free to roam around the forest like a
4 .

2 hopping around in fun and frol;

.‘ga '
‘ "ebellion How king Janaka foun

m’ )
!; ‘Chenthlm 'S father ety

A

¢ mindset. Chenthiru is hopeful of making
d Sita as a boon given to him by Mother
her from the bottom of a tree where his wife’s
-hrmﬁnfcns that Stormy night when when car breaks down near the tree. 'I“haf
Wiy " her parents call her the tree's child. Chenthiru considers that tree us

: W e Lrees. ShC
e “d shares her likes ang dislikes, confides everything to the tree

—p— o evolved
g "*Sponding to every word she uttered. This bonding

137



thncvcr I1G1L 11piiva 19 l’Uﬂurbed
b thc

n her. She spends more time in he, . &gy
ardcn )
ing

o for naturc

¢ a healing effect 0
or where he was
¢ cooked of tu

ing when § s a chi
ostates of her fath working when she was a child. She religh

She

S lhe

simple food of the fores
herself to gita in facing disappointment t
feeble or week but able

that make her strong. Chenthiru enters the world of
) . . Of fangy.,

ho is kind to her. He is polite in words and behay; Mtasy
Viour, Hﬁ

fe Mandodharl found a female baby in the lo
S pond

bers, greens and herbs. Chenth;
M,

pd.‘g;;

rusting the ideologies of the
orld. Sh

to draw energy from the tree ¢

being a woman is not
tranquility of the forest
where Sita meets Ravana w

narrates how he and his wi

smiling and crying louder that she will kill Ravana.

His wife panics and places the baby in a box, then sets sail the floating
ing box

.1 a river. He now calls Sita as his daughter fondly patting her hands. After R

efield he renounces everything, his kingdom and tempor|
ora

in the forest. His soul is Happy here without anxietie
)

forgives him in the battl
pleasures and seeks refuge

and pangs of failure. Sita then requests him to teach her to play the veena with
. a wi

wh?ch he creates a divine music. Chenthiru has learn to play violin and now |
;d:hghtzd to see her Sita play the veena. Ambai, thus interweaves the real li\:: :f

en 4 1
- :Zd ;v:z: o;}:oday s world like Chenthiru with the mythological characters of
. The forest has a panacea to all their melancholy. It turns an elixir

helpi i
elping both Chenthiru and Sita reinvent their potential
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