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Abstract

HIV/AIDS continues to pose significant public health and economic challenges in
Andhra Pradesh, one of India’s lstoneally high-prevalence states. Despite expanded access
to free antiretroviral therapy (ART) and improved diagnostic services, the disease imposes a
considerable financial burden on affected individuals, households, and the broader economy.
This study provides a comprehensive assessment of the economic impact of HIVIAIDS in
Andhra Pradesh by examining healthcare costs, productivity losses, and socio-economic
consequences. Using secondary data from state health reports, NACO surveys, and published
research, the analysis highlights that households continuee to incur substantial direct and
indirect costs, including expenditure on diagnostics, transportation, and income kosses due to
missed workdays. Furthermore, HIV/AIDS amplifies socio-economic vulnerabilities by
mereasing bousshold debt, reduemg cluldren’s schoeol attendance, and exacerbating social
stigma and exclusion. These consequences collectively reinforce the cycle of poverty among
affected families. The findings underscore the need for stronger financial protection
mechanisms, expansion of decentralized ART centres, community-based support systems,
and targeted stigma-reduction efforts. Overall, the economic impact of HIV/AIDS in Andhra
Pradesh is multidimensional, and an integrated. welfare-oriented policy approach is essential
to mitigate both the monetary and social burdens of the disease.
Keywords: HIV/AIDS, healthcare costs, productivity loss, socio-economic impact, Andhra
Pradesh.
Introduction

The AIDSHIV epidemic will be the greatest public health concern for Amndhra
Fradesh which will change the socloeconomic narrative for the region. As per Jagannadha
Furi et al. (202Z), AIDSHIY incidence in Andhra Pradesh has become a significant public
health issue as a larger share of the total incidence of AIDS/HIVY in India has been reported
from this state. According to NACO data, an estimated 8.3% of the population with HIV in
India lives in Andhra Pradesh which makes i@t a public health issue worthy of
acknowledgment. There is general concern among governments amd health organizations o
prevent these numbers from growing. Therefore, such findings not only necessitate healthcare
intervention but also bave an indirect socioeconomic impact on those most vulnerable oo it
Vulnerability makes them susceptible, and vice versa,

There are direct costs when considering AIDSHIV as an economic epidemic which is
a healthcare-based impact, but more indirect costs which are generalized socioeconomic
impacts that disseminate through community and state. According to Sahw et al. (2020),
disease and poverty go hand-in-hand for regions often linked o HIV/AIDS; however,
HIV/AIDs brings about stigma and discrimination which renders a lower labor force
participation rate while simultaneously lowering productivity as morbidity/mortality rates are
higher for those of working age. For instance, younger and older dependents must care for
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