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Abstract

This research paper provides a comprehensive analysis of the lifestyle and cultural aspects
of the farming community as portrayed in Pallu literature, a significant genre of Tamil Minor
Literature (Sittrilakkiyam). The primary objective of this study is to highlight the cultural traditions,
rituals, and daily routines of the Mallars (farmers) who dedicated their lives to agriculture. Tracing
the literary evolution from ancient labor songs (Uzhatthippattu) to later Pallu texts, the paper
examines specific elements such as rain omens, omens of fortune, and marriage customs found
in works like Mukkudar Pallu and Thirumalai Murugan Pallu. Furthermore, the study explores how
agricultural terminology and regional proverbs are meticulously documented within these texts.
Ultimately, the research affirms that Pallu literature serves not merely as creative fiction but as a
vital historical archive, preserving the agrarian heritage and social fabric of ancient Tamil Nadu.
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