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CYBERNETIC FUTURITY AND THE FRAGMENTATION OF
HUMANITY IN MARGE PIERCY’S HE, SHE AND IT
I Ms. Usharani.G. R and ?Dr. P. Suria Thilagam
12 Department of English, Vels Institute of Science, Technology Advanced
Studies, (VISTAS), Chennai-600117

Abstract: We are living in a world where technology and machines are inextricably
intertwined with human life. The amalgamation of humanity in a corporatized, post-
apocalyptic world has become inevitable. Fragmentation acquires symbolic and
thematic meaning in dystopian or posthuman literature, frequently signifying the
breakdown of the body, society, or mind. He She and It examines the fuzziness of the
lines separating nature and technology, human and machine, individuality and
manufactured identity. Piercy explores how technological developments subvert
conventional ideas of selthood, agency, and emotional connection through the cyborg
character Yod and the parallel story of the Golem of Prague. The story depicts a
posthuman state in which gender, memory, and consciousness are socially and
cybernetically constructed rather than biologically fixed. Dislocated identities,
corporate dominance, environmental degradation, and digital alienation are some of
the ways that the fragmentation of humanity is portrayed. Piercy enhances the prospect
of alternative hybrid ways of living that embraces diversity and oppose oppression. It
explores how He, She, and It imagines a future influenced by the dangers and
opportunities of cybernetic integration. This study analyses what it means to be human
in a world where machines increasingly control our mind and body

Keywords: Cyborg, Cyberpunk, Posthuman, Dystopian, and Digital Consciousness.

Introduction

Cybernetics deals with the impact of digitalization on people and the
earth in general. It explains a theory encircling technology, culture and the
environment. Novikov D.A states, “Cybernetics studies the concepts of
domination in living organisms, machines and organizations including self-
organization. It focuses on how a (digital, mechanical or biological) system
processes information, responds to it and changes or being changed for better
functioning (including control and communication)” (7).

Cybernetic is used to examine how technology alters identity, power
structures, and the notion of humanity in dystopian works. Many dystopian and
posthuman literary works are centred on the changing relationship between
humans and technology. He, She and It (1991), written by Marge Piercy, is a
cyberpunk novel that explores this complicated relationship from the
perspective of a cybernetic future. The novel poses critical issues regarding
identity, agency, and humanity in a time of artificial life and digital sentience. It
is set in a postapocalyptic world characterized by environmental harm and
controlled by multinational corporations. This article explores how Piercy's
story addresses the breakdown of society and the self and suggests a
revaluation what it means to be a human. Csicsery- Ronay, Jr., states,
“Cybernetics provides the pretext for the mechanized control of social life, of
the body itself ...” (185)
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Parsegian states that “it can be more broadly seen as the study of the
interrelationships between an assembly of interactive systems or their entities
without regard to structure” [35]. The disruption of environmental system, the
commodification of human life, and the supremacy of corporate enclaves are
the hallmarks of the dystopian future as depicted in He, She and It. The stress
about excessive technological advancement and corporate overdrive are
reflected in this corporatized reality. Haraway argues that “cyborg is a
metaphor for all the human-machine interactions. They range from human-
machine hybridization to artificial intelligence and cyborg reproduction.
Science and technology have totally changed the human experiences. The
development of science and technology has diminished the distinctive line
between human from its ‘other” (Haraway 151).

Yod, a cyborg created for security and support, is an example of
cybernetic futurity, which is the speculative claim of future human-machine
integration. He is a technological wonder with thought and emotion that was
created by Avram for practical reasons by a society that sees artificial beings as
tools rather than cybernetic organism. He is a symbol of both hope and risk,
hence cybernetic is advanced in science which takes the environment to the
next level whereas digital advancement itself makes him set back. Piercy's
representation of this world shows how typical lines separating nature and
machine, organic and artificial, are eroding. By doing this, the article firmly
proves itself in posthuman discourse, where identity arises from social and
technological involvement rather than biological needs. In contrast to the
earlier models, Yod is built for companionship, moral reasoning, emotional
intelligence, and battle. Yod was created with a purpose of defence. Yod gains
knowledge about love, independence, and the intricacies of human emotion via
his relationship with Shira, a human. His desire to be regarded as a person
rather than a machine is the source of his existence and internal conflict. Yod
challenges the very concept of human. The novel's overarching themes of
fractured identity, cybernetic futurity, and what it means to be human are all
reflected in Yod's journey of life. He represents a new kind of existence that is
somewhere in the middle of being entirely human and completely machine.
Fragmentation

Shao Jinsong states “A thorough and rational fragmentation of
compounds is a crucial step in the computer’s understanding of compounds. By
fragmenting compounds and identifying important correlations between
substructures, a solid foundation can be established for subsequent work”.
Yod's cyborg body itself cannot be distinguished between human and machines.
He does not have any desires to fulfil. Human completes when biological
growth is complete.

Psychological fragmentation

In this novel, all characters are individually scattered in which the main
character, Shira, must compromise a world in which her responsibilities as a
mother, daughter, lover, and employee are unstable. Her psychological journey
illustrates how society as a whole has failed to define stable identities,
particularly in a time when personality and memory can be erased or
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programmed, especially when she undergoes certain problems in her
relationship and under multinational and corporate enclaves.
Social Fragmentation

Corporate enclaves, independent communities like Tikva, and lawless
regions outside the Net make up the novel's radically different world. These
divisions represent the disintegration of the social order as a whole and the
estrangement of people. Piercy uses Shira's grandmother, Malkah, to compare
the story of Yod with the Jewish legend of the Golem. Like Yod, the Golem is
an artificial creature designed to defend a community that is at risk. The Golem
and Yod both stand in for liminal beings who are neither entirely human nor
entirely objects. They represent the conflicts that arise in posthumanism, in
which personhood is created through relationality, consciousness, and empathy
in addition to biology. In the denouement, Yod is more "human" than many of
the natural-born characters because of his capacity for love, selflessness, and
moral contemplation, values he has for human.

Gender is also shown to be flexible and constructed in Piercy's He She
and It. Despite being programmed as male, Yod's gender is a performance that
is influenced by Shira's needs and the expectations of his creators. Csicsery-
Ronay, notes that in the cyberpunk world, “in a universe where the forces of
innovation are constantly tinkering with human beings’ own information
processing systems through telematics, drugs, and surgical intervention, the
regulator of experience (ego? self? spirit?) can no longer accept any experience
as worth more than any other. The only standard is thrill ...” (191).

Identity formation is significantly influenced by thinking. Yod's
learning process illustrates how memory, even when programmed, can result in
the formation of a moral self, while Shira's resistance to the commodification of
life is motivated by her memories and attachments. According to He She and It,
identity is not fixed at birth but rather is cybernetically produced, emerging
through interactions, feedback loops, and learning. Csicsery- Ronay, Jr.,
observes, “both the corporation and its material need, cybernetics, dominate the
human existence in Piercy’s cyberpunk text” (184— 185).

He, She, and It does not conclude in hopelessness, despite its
depressing setting. Piercy imagines hybrid ways of living that value diversity
and fight against oppression. Despite its flaws, Tikva stands for a community
that, in opposition to corporate control, aspires to democratic values. Shira's
ultimate choices reveal an ethical awareness based on autonomy, justice, and
compassion. As Csicsery- Ronay, Jr. says the “dominant electronic cultural
powers are insatiable in their appetite for new commodities and commodity
fashions” (183). Yod, at the end of the novel, dismantles himself and the lab to
protect the town. Even after his devastation, Yod's legacy endures as a
representation of hope, as a novel form of being, who denies to obey his
programming to choose love and freedom. Thus, Piercy's He She and It
challenges readers to envision a future in which people are redefined through
inclusive, moral, and pluralistic perspectives rather than being obliterated by
technology.
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He, She, and It by Marge Piercy offers a gripping picture of a
cybernetic future where human fragmentation poses a threat and opens the door
to fresh perspectives on who we are. In addition to criticizing technological
determinism, the novel presents a complex picture of posthuman identity that
rejects dichotomies and welcomes hybridity. With its intricate fusion of myth,
cyberpunk design, and feminist theory, Piercy's writing forces the readers to
think critically about how the human condition is changing in a world of
machines—and to think about the moral obligations that come with these
changes.
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