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FOREWORD
The Oceanocene and the Blue Humanities

Prof. Steve Mentz
Professor of English and Originator of the Term Blue Humanitics
St John’s University, New York City, USA

[he research articles gathered in this volume titled Green and Blue Cartographies: Ecocritical and
Nceanic Perspectives in the Age of the Anthropocenc atise from a compelling intellectual juncture in
ontemporary environmental humanities. As global scholarship responds to climate disruptions and the
shysical and cultural challenges of life in the Anthropocene, it scems especially urgent to cultivate
onnections between different geographies, methodologics, and communities. Green and Blue
Cartographies exemplifies this endeavour with remarkable clarity and depth.

The work undertaken here engages critically with the conceptual terrain of the Blue Humanities and
-elated discourses such as the “Poetics of Planetary Water.” These frameworks invite us to reconsider
water not merely as an clement or an ecological resource but as a dynamic, shape-shifting presence that
permeates our histories, imaginaries, vulnerabilities, and futures. Water is never simply “blue”: it is green
with algae, brown with soil, white with turbulence, or translucent in its stillness. To think with water is to

embrace 2 medium that is both intimate and profoundly alien—a force that binds human and nonhuman

worlds while continually exceeding our grasp.

Eln this regard, the essays in this volume extend and complicate themes I have explored in works such as
'Ocean (2020) and An Introduction to the Blue Humanities (2023). What is most heartening, however, is
how they push beyond familiar scholarly contours to open new pathways of ecocritical and oceanic
‘iIhinking. Particularly notable is the emergence of vibrant, original research from India and other regions
‘of the Global South, which enriches and diversifies the global conversation on ecocriticism, indigeneity,
lenvironmental justice, and the Anthropocene. I am thrilled to learn of many new projects emerging from

the critical ideas I have helped to circulate. I am eager to see these and other projects come into the
world of global environmental scholarship.

The contributions here traverse a wide range of texts, contexis, and conceptual lenses. They chart
ecological memory, examine indigenous knowledges, revisit myth and cosmology, interrogate
‘posteolonial environments, explore ecoferninist and posthuman narratives, and reflect on the ethical
ftakes of environmental crisis. Together, these chapters map an intricate terrain of green and blue
imaginaries—cartographies that illuminate our entanglements with land, water, community, and

lanetary change_

gt 15 Iy hope that readers will find in these pages not only rigorous scholarship but also the spirit of

..gqu“y’ generosity, and collaboration that animates the work of environmental humanities today. The

fuf-?}i assembled here promise to contribute meaningfully to global ecological thought and to inspire
er conversations across continents and disciplines.

L;eor::';e;i[:cc.ially gTat.e.ful to my colleag.ue and. the chief editor of l'h.is volume Prof. Manu Mangattu,

which my W(:)Srll:y of spirit anfl scholarly m}'ocatxf)n to Blue Hum'zmltles have helped create a space in

acknowle dge P §0u_ld enter into cfonvcrsatlon with new ptfrspectwes and shared values. .I also wns!l to

made my en - Sasikala ?f Sak_tln. College of Arts and. Scncncsz for WOfucn, wl‘nosc' mctxculous.eﬂorts

collegialit f(;i'&gement v\'uth this intellectual community possible. Their contributions exemplify the
¥ and collaborative ethos that underpin the work represented in this volume.

I comm
en : . ; :
intellectualde 38 .ed“"rs and contributors for creating a volume that both honours and expands the
our undﬁrstan;l'-gles from which it has grown. May these green and blue cartographies continue to guide
nding of the world we inhabit—and the worlds we are still striving to imagine.
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FOREWORD

Dr Mohammed Muharram lue Posteolona
. Blue Postcolonialism
ssociate Professor and Originator of the Term o
Associate 1;.;)F - Postcolonial Studies & Blue Humanities

University of Bremen, Germany

The essays presented in Green and Blue Cartographies: Fcocritical and Occ-anlc Perspect.sz in ﬂm’" |
of the Anthropocene emerge from a vibrant constellation of ideas—conversations that continue to reg :

by
how we understand the intertwined realms of land, sea, story, and the shifting planetary conditiony,

collectively inhabit. As someone who teaches the Anthropocene from a Blue Humanities perspectives

the University of Bremen, 1 recognise in this volume a vital space where ecological thought, ozt
imagination, and cultural inquiry meet with urgency and depth.

The chapters assembled here remind us that literature is not merely a reflection of ecological crisis

creative force capable of charting new routes toward more just, sustainable, and imaginative :
These green and blue cartographies invite us to rethink our relationshj

ps with the land we inhabit, &

waters that sustain us, and the stories that bind us to one another. ~

R, . . enl

This collection owes much to the intellectual energies that have guided it. The work of PrOi:. .Steve me\e:

whose pioneering contributions have shaped the global discourse on the Blue Humanities, resond=:
throughout these pages. His conceptual provoc

N : 2 the"
ations and theoretical clarity offer steady currents B
inform many of the ecocritical and oceanic explorations represented here,

and generosity helped nurture t
- together diverse voices and to frame

st
nce of Prof. Manu Mangattu, whose visi*
ialogues from which this

contexts has enriched this collection

volume has grown. His capacity to bm[g
ecological and oceanic studies within expansive literary and cult“f’
in immeasurable ways,
1 also wish to acknowledge the dedicated efforts of Dr,
Sakthi College of Arts

. i i
. P. Sasikala, Head of the Department of Enghsh_-%
Sakth and Science for Women, whose commitment to fostering meaningful ac“dﬂnhgi
1:'\(33:‘); played a crucial role in shaping the intellectual environment that eventually crystallised into t i
{
In their collective resonance, I see a powerful test
and a hopeful contribution to ¢

ament to the po
he expand

ssibilities of interdisci
ing horizons of the envir

plinary dialogue”
onmental humanities. ;
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sreen and Blue Cartographies
- Ecocritical and Oceanic Perspectives
in the Age ofithe Anthropocene

In the shadow of climate emergency and accelerating ecological
transformation, Green and. Blue Cartographies: Ecocritical and Oceanic
Perspectives in the Age of the Anthropocene offers an incisive reimagining
- of how literature, culture, and collective memory respond to
environmental crisis. This edited volume—framed by insightful forewords
from Prof. Steve Mentz and Dr Mohammed Muharram—traverses the green
“landscapes of ecocriticism and the vast seascapes of Blue Humanities to
chartanuanced intellectual geography of the planet.
The essays bring together. diverse critical orientations: ecofeminist
interventions, lnd‘i‘gendﬁsiecological thought, postcolonial environmental
_ ethics, ecogothic hauntings, oceanic archives, and narratives of climate
~ Precarity. Through! engagements' with global and. Indian literatures,
children’s ecblogital:?héri-'ativesf,, mythic traditions, and contemporary
climate writing, the volume foregrounds the interconnectedness of land
and sea, memory and‘hiStdry,,ahd human and non-human worlds.
. Thought-provoking and interdisciplinary, Green and Blue Cartographies
invites readers to reconsider the Anthropocene as a space of entangled
vulnerabilities and shared futures. It will serve as avaluable companion for |
scholars and students in environmental humanities, literary studies,

cultural studies, and anyone seeking deeper insight into the écologkal )
_ imagination of our times,
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Greent
ing Environmental Yo, B
. o Interface 0! Fostering ental Sugtain.1. 4
Ecofcminism: oman Natur KingSOIVef’s Fiction tamabdit},in' ¥
GK Katherine Rani ” t
:sh. VELS — Institute of Sci :
i laf, Department of English, ence, Tec :
php Researelt S Srudics (VISTAS) Pallavaram, Chennai nology g el

SpTiEees

prM Rajalakshmi
_ Institute of Science, Technology & Advanced § i
tudies
Vigy,

of English, VELS

Assistant professor :
pallavaram, Chennat

literary theoty, Ecocriticism i used to explore the relationship betw ) ;
en ach draws on a range of discipline including philosoph Eeen_L'thature
Social Theory. It Emerged in 1990's almost three decades ago mainly in Unite()j/’ NVIronmenty| Sq%
countries of the world. Ecocriticism often focuses on Environmental issue states then tq UK
Deforestation, Pollution and Loss of biodiversity. It posits that literature not s such as Climagﬁc

between Human and Nature but also shape it as important role to play in En ¢ only reflects the B
was coined by Wwilliam Ruckert in 1978 in his definitive Essay “Literartu vironment, The WOrdEog}”f
Ecocriticism ™. It includes dwelling, Pollution, Wilderness Earth, Animal re and Ecology: An E
Ecocriticism is “Ecofeminism” which is a Social and Poli’tical m,ove g 9Cal3{ pse etc. A Si@iﬁc:npfp ne
emph_asizes the ways in which the exploitation of nature is oft mer‘1t which links Ecology with F b‘w
marginalized groups, advocating equitable solutions to E 1 is olien linked to the oppression of ey
Woman are interconnected that are more sustainable andco Oglcal proplems' It argues exploitation ;‘ °m=~
Environment. Ecofeminism emereed in 1970 . society requires the empowerment of of Natgro
1974, Ecofemini B s alongside Second-wave Femini of both Wonzg:
rages e H.lrtusm WfaerefelTed to as the third-wave. Carolyn Mercha frfllnlllsm and e mUVexm%’
he History of Human Perception of Nat ' nt in her work Death of Naturs{
Ecofeminism, emphasized the Colmedtp ature. Karen J. Warren is one of the C Hature (38
Power and Promise of Ecological F ion between Exploitation of Women and Nature I:h Gz thmz
Subordinate to Male-dominated E SIS , Explored about Women and the Envi . In her 1990 Esi%
0 FoY ” X conomic Systems. - nVlfOnmentamcﬁmg::m
Rggige[;fl::d EJI:S S‘Ecologlcal Ex_ploitation” err?phasiszin:/irgfznllmrgduf:e‘i a critical framework Of"Gemg
Ecofemiist thou lﬁm. Susan anﬁn in her Women and Nature: ;h nVlroqmental Degradation buta!soSak%g;
work A Sand Cogmts on the interconnection between Women. an(;z ﬁoarmg Inside Her (2000), summaEs
Eccentric’s ethic. K;:gs:lf,mqnac (1949) formulated Land Ethic an;tuge. Aldo Leopold.in his mestmu'
faces hardship and er’s novel Animal Dreams (1990) highli advocates the basic holiic =27  §
cli p and struggle when she retu amis (1530) ighlights the challenges a disconnectad ¥

imate Change fiction whi ms to live with her family i . St .

reactions by the m which presents the arrival of Milli mily in Arizona. Flight Behaviour (V¢
embers of the community. ions of Monarch of Butterflies and portrays the &

In contemporary
vironment. This appro

H

.

g

Integral Role of W
omen and Im .
pact of Climate Change on Avion Migration in Flicht Behaviour
S

Kingsolver’s Cli
s Climate Cha .
women, Dellarobi nge fiction Flight Behavi
: ia Turmnbow, fr ehaviour (2012) . ) 3
o . , frustr centered o xperien®
Fouhemm. Appalachlas; Communiy T g S ho::s;t'eifcl;f?ro‘:\ltzrl;ia?l\ v
; ism, Environmental crisi see. ers Rich . S8
in . crisis ch narrative : Clous
m a?f?P:@chmg Mountain. The prot:n:,i WOman-Nature interconne::tion t'(ll‘hexptlor? E COlO-gl?l ng;; ol
o, ;mhfe with Cub Turnbow oﬁengjun(;st Dellarobia Turnbow a 28 ye;lrs :l; :{’) rllj:\e td!n'll:;.?i';n by
Migrated’ I;Vhlle climbing up a Mo(mtail%r;)falmal farming family. Dellarobia set mon t:or a lsselcret uﬂ'ﬂif‘;'id‘ s
il utterflies defies the Natural di 1ll she encounters Millions of Migrated M i gutterll ]
and raisi anes with the Environmental usaster which signals a larger Enviro paer 1 0 [-m;)enarobia'ﬁ‘“
g two young children. Be 1emes. She struggles witl nmental crisis- : ol
- Because of her pregnancy Dell\"tlrtc:bz'm llnfllflﬁ“mg maunag; :19 dean)’a.
» Dellarobia was chin A
s forced to leave 3

she had of goi
going to college or pursuing a car
eer. Dellarobi ' ;:‘ﬁ
£l

smal i
I, conservative town, Cub’ a . ‘ ot
struggles with balancing the socml pre -
. iled 2
C hile 3% ef‘
W

escape her tr s famil
3 oubles ily and he .
Mexico cj , she encounte er own desire .
scientist;‘t-y Que .t° change in patt rs the millions of momto break Out.of her domestic life. p
M"gratio’ including Dr. Ovid Byem of the season [)e"acrl():h Butterflies which are suppose OrO masﬁ
n patte N Ton, ' robia’s di jon v
pattern. Dellarobia’s father zilnrfs'liarcher and an entofn((j)llscqvery atlrac:is. thelmtg];;?er ie unefd
-In- o A
aw Bear represents the mmg\'i[a::lr]: dsi[slimlrilsl;cltti:ons e‘e"mnedw ;
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est ared wl?ere the monarchs have taken the refy
the 4 ental stas.te.r,’ and the tensions between Rur
o the scientist initiates Dellarobia’s transformati

aglc-clo(rl:gsolyq explores the themes of Climate Change,
munities and Scientific understanding. Dr. Ovid

: . with Byron makes her realiz : HIoN of conscience as she st i ith hi
mter?Cte';r; Ml to nurture nonhuman natirt:e ”ljlntem\"mmg of scientific knowledge z:r:fi :::(:)rllglgni%a;vy:l hlm'f I;!;’:r
that lcso lony of the species have been disbla;‘;:frflml oti the butterflies attracts Ovid Byron, who ex:T:i:s tl::t
e . X rom their traditi ‘ o
k ntal De radation. Dellarobia’ . . raditional Mexican wint
Env,rgzlmsz vl ogf from a placid anl;li:ns- Cdccmon to .contmue her college studies and to ;:’\lrzgceg gxgi;o?:h::-
ess'enaw Change, and involved with Dr 00{1(;:emed life. Dellarobia learn more about the broader implications of
Cll.ﬂ:I fic observation, hypothesis, and AtVll B.yron, her scientific knowledge begins to increases through her
SCIethOW Climate Changs is affec’:tin k. 1alysis, Thro.ugh her interaction with Byron, Dellarobia starts learn
abg:’ I exico and in Tennessce. D eglla CO;.ystem, shc. is devastated by the natural calamities that have occurred
bo i arobia’s transition from \ . robia connection with the monarchs and the land takes an Ecofeminist
fjli)r;.estic and Ecological sense Dgenarrzl[lﬁe tlo activism underscore the potential for women to take a turn in both
B . oo Dellarobia the Butterﬂ}a earn to accepts the power of human agency that has continuously
;ave o disrupted, much like the hard ll‘?s appearance in Tennessee is a call to the fact that the nature’s rhythm
Ecofeminism Kingsolver highlights the cSl"PS §he faces as a woman in a patriarchal Society. Through the lens of
. Lca e . hanging role of women in the society and Dellarobia’s awakening to the
Env,mnmenta rises and her growing sense of agency ar ] ’ 0T g
D larobia’s journey Kinesolver N ncy are central to the novel’s Ecofeminist insights. Through
e . , King provides a exploration of personal and Ecological crises are interwined and lead
to broader Environmental and Societal Change.

Ecological Consciousness of Women-Nature Relationship in Animal Dream

A.nimal Dream (1_990) by Barbara Kingsolver explore the theme of intersection of personal and environmental
history. Codi Noline or Cosima protagonist of the novel who lives in small town in the American Grace County,
from southwest. Ct?dl return to her home town of Grace, Arizona to care for her ailing father Dr Holmes who
suffers from Ahhelmer’s Disease. He is a local doctor in.the town of Grace. In Grace, Codi stays in her friend
Emelina Domingo’s guest house. Codi’s sister, Hallie moved to Nicaragua to assist with sustainable practices.
Codi left Grace years earlier, she feels disconnected from her past and her sense of belonging, grapples with her
struggles, and with her maternal guilt. As the two women talk, Codi’s high school relationship with Lloyd
Peregrine is revealed. Lloyd friend of Emelina’s husband J.T., still works in town. Re-visiting Grace County feels
like an outsider after many returning. Codi and Hallie’s mother died shortly after Hallie’s birth. At the age of
fifteen, Codi became pregnant with and then miscarried Loyd’s child. They continue to see each other and he
teaches her about Native American Cultures. Meanwhile the town of Graces faces a terrible threat to its
Ecosystem. The town of Grace faces an Environmental Threat from a mining Company. The mine, which was
the town’s primary source of employment has left with Environmental Degradation. Being employed as a
biology teacher she recognizes the Mining company’s operation affected both the Natural Landscape and the
people of Grace focusing on the issues of sustainability and the exploitation of natural resources. The Local
Black Mountain Mine has been dumping sulfuric acid and other chemical into water supply for years. The
Copper Mining operation is portrayed as destructive not only to the physical Landscape but also to the socgal and
cultural Community. Codi easily identifies herself with the Poisoned Grqunds of Qrace ‘County that is al.so
turning infertile because of mine pollution. Thus, Kingsolver weaves Codi’s loss, miscarriage, maternal guilt,
separation from the nature and landscape. The polluted river affects the Whole Ecosystem, and health of the
Orchards. Codi joins the «gtjtch and Bitch Club” an organization protesting the apmhﬂauon of their en\{nronmem.
For Codi, “Stitch and Bitch Club” offers her sense of belonging and 11nder§tand1|1g of herself. lllustrating on the
gatherings of a space for transformation and healing. Codi’s eventual role in helping to restore Grace's polluted
environment represents a broader theme in Ecofemimsl-n that the _health of tllq women and envnron‘ment are
interconnected. Codi becomes an active participant In addressing the Environmental concermn in grace,
~ particularly in the contamination of water from nearby waste dump. She starts to heal hersqlf, her past WO}‘FdS
and the toxic nature of Grace County. The end of the noxfel explores on shutting down of mines marks‘n critical
~ moment where the town takes its past actions an(.i begins to move toward a more sustmnabdleEEny1ronme;1ti
- Kingsolver explores the theme of belonging, healing, and interconnectedness of personal an nvironmenta

challenges.
ght in by the patriarchal

onmental Degradation brou
m gains importance as a

ial issue of Envir oL
his context that Ecofeminis

Barbara Kingsolver has depicted the cruc Ny
£ Women. It is in't

society and how it has affected the lives ©
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. ctives in the Age of the 4n,y,
{ and Oceanic Perspe ropo%le
) itical, Social and Econom; ,
involved in the Pl ment is not j ¢ Moye,
1 female character !f the land, where the environ d 0t Just g oy i B
e intrinsically connected €0 B ' iiques the capitalist and patriarcha Ysten 4 §
She often portrays woman as ! tities and responsibilities racters and settings Kingsolver portrayg ;. "y
but a space that shapes thellr lde(;]tlhe planet. Through her cha g the importance of Womep'g |y,
joriti fit over people an
prioritize pro

hasizin imp . \
ctures €mp d social justice. The patriarchal s, gy
Environmental Degradla o0
) ) "
Collective action, and the inter

‘ ies: Tcocritica
Green and Blue Cartographws E

radical movement. Kingsol

4 jarchal stru
tion and patriarcha .l health an : T
onnectedness of €c0 f)glcaf both Women and the Envuonmgnt. The Pmtagos-‘"
dation 0 ith the land. Codi’s connectjq, > "t

. : the degra . ction w
| Animal Dream conlrlbute‘to itual conne ' 3 f
thedl']’ovetru le for Ecological identity shows decp sp:jr' s from the Stitch and B'tc.h Club and 'her gfowih(f
Codi’s strugg f traditional remedi® towards the Environment. This copp, .8

iousness '
c}n;zological Knowledge and land stewardship g, of

¢’s narratives emphasize the need for a more holistic
both feminine and natural. .She also explores how 4
inked and healed to create a sustainable world. Thr‘ou :
er subtly draws the parallel between exploitatiy, of

i ape, her learning o \
At o o hlights her Ecological C

g up traditiona
Kingsolve
that values

Cig
awareness of poisoned river hig ( 0
represents an Ecofeminist ideal on growin
associated with women in indigenous cultures.
and interconnected understanding of the world,
exploitation of women and the natural world are 1

character Dellarobia Turnbow in Flight Behaviou{‘ K_mgSOI" . hal structures of the rural community, She i
the Environment and marginalization of women within the patriar 5

. ing Environmental ¢
highlights the importance of women in both _un.derstandmg and_ conﬂ(;?;negss f the monarchhz"enges'
Dellarobia’s character embodies Ecofeminist principles. Her. growing aw d acti T utte
phenomenon symbolizes the larger Climate Change affef:tmg the Ecosy§tem an g 2}1]0 ve : PanlClPé}nt on
Environmental Advocacy. She takes the role as a mother, wife and daughter—m-law and her roles tfaf!ltlonally
associated with nurturing the Earth. She emerges as a catalyst for change in her community. Bfarbara Kingsolver
highlights the central role women play in both the novels in understanding and addressing Environmental Criges
Dellarobia’s journey is one of awakening Environmental consciousness advocates the potential for women f
become powerful tool for Environmental protection. Through these two works, Kingsolver explores the Social
Responsibility, women’s awareness and engagement with Environmental issues can lead to personal

transformation and Collective action. The Ecofeminist perspectives through these two novels asserts trys
Environmental and Societal progress.

References

Adams, Carol J., and Lori Gruen. Ecofeminism: Feminist Int 1 ; X
Bloomsbury, 2014. niersections with Other Animals and the Earth.

Alaimo, Stacy. Undomesticated Ground: Recasting Nature gs F, eminist Space Co

mell UP, 2000.

Bender, Bert. “Darwin and Ecology in Novels by Jack London and Barbara Kingso]
SO Vel‘.”

Buell, Lawrence. The Future of Environmental Criticism: Enviy ; o
Publishing, 2005. : onmental Crigjs

Gaard, Greta. “Ecofeminism Revisited: Rejecting Essentialism ang
Environmentalism.” and - Species in

Garrard, Greg. Ecocriticism. Routledge, 2004,

Garrard, Greg. “Consolation and .Conscience: Climate Change in g
Handbook of Ecocriticism and Cultural Ecology, 2016, arb

1 Kings > .
. . . #OCs Flight Behaviour”
Kingsolver, Barbara. Animal Dreams. HarperCollins, 1990, ¢haviour.

——. Flight Behaviour. Faber and Faber, 2012,

42

Scanned with CamScanner



